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Sports
See the Sports Section at nganews.com

Union County High School’s standout performers of 2020
By Todd Forrest
Sports Editor
sports@nganews.com

2450 W US Hwy 64, Murphy, North Carolina 28906
Phone: 828-837-2121
View our Inventory Online at www.kingfordsales.com

Where you are treated like Royalty!

OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
IS NOW OPEN 8AM-4PM

ON SATURDAYS!

*Up to six quarts of Motorcraft® oil and Motorcraft oil filter. Motorcraft® 
is a registered trademark of Ford Motor Company. See participating U.S. 
dealership for exclusions and details through 1/31/21.

   THE
WORKS®

Synthetic Blend Oil Change and More
Tire Rotation and Pressure Check • Brake Inspection • Battery Test

Vehicle Checkup • Fluid Top-Off • Filter Check • Belts and Hoses Check

*Per-axle price on most vehicles. Exclusions apply. Taxes extra. See  
participating U.S. dealership for details through 1/31/21.

MOTORCRAFT® 
COMPLETE 

BRAKE SERVICE

Brake pads or shoes
Machining rotors or drums

Labor included

$159

RECEIVE
10 FORD PASS
POINTS FOR 

EVERY $1 
SPENT!

$4795

During last week’s year-
end recap, the North Georgia 
News reflected on the most 
memorable Union County 
High School sporting events 
of 2020.

In this edition, the North 
Georgia News will celebrate 
the finest individual perfor-
mances of the past year, begin-
ning in January and continuing 
in chronological order.

As with last week’s best 
games article, we picked the 
brains of each Union County 
coach, but the final result be-
longed to the NGN.

It should be noted that 
golf isn’t included in this ar-
ticle. According to golf coach 
Greg Chambers, Union County 
only got in one match last 
spring, and it was cut short by 
darkness.

Boys Basketball: Pier-
son Allison vs. Social Circle, 
Region 8-AA Tourney Semi-
finals - Feb. 7: Allison led 
the way with 23 points in two 
quarters while dealing with a 
first-half leg injury. Scored 14 
straight points and accounted 
for 18 straight, trimming an 
11-point, fourth-quarter deficit 
to two points before Social 
Circle sank a pair of game-
clinching free throws in the 
waning seconds. 

Wrestling: Brady Guild 
places fifth at State Section-
als - Feb. 8: Guild won three 
matches at Lamar County, se-
curing his spot in Macon for the 
Class AA State Championships. 
The sophomore began his day 
with a win in the 152-pound di-
vision, scoring a pinfall in one 
minute, 58 seconds vs. Toombs 
County’s Jeremy Brantley. In 
round two, Guild fell to Cory 
Young of Lamar County via de-
cision. He would bounce back 
with a pinfall victory (3:57) in 
the consols over Fitzgerald’s 
Lathan Curry. Following a 5-2 
decision over Swainsboro’s 
Kyle Phillips, Guild defeated 
Jeff Davis’ Javarion Coleman 
in a 7-4 decision to place fifth.

Swimming: Brian Wil-
liams places second in State 
- Feb. 8: Williams took home 
second in the 200-Meter In-
dividual Medley with a time 
of 1:58 at Georgia Tech while 
competing against Classes A 
through AAA. 

Boys Soccer: Kobi Rob-
bins vs. Riverside - Feb. 18: 
Robbins recorded his second 
straight hat trick as Union 
County recorded its first victory 
over the Gainesville military 
school. 

Robbins scored Union’s 
only goal of the opening half, 
then scored two goals in the 
first four minutes of the sec-
ond to spot the Panthers a 3-1 
advantage.

Girls Basketball: (Tie) 
Ava Hunter vs. Early County 
in Elite 8 - Feb 25 / Ava Hunter 
vs. Fannin County - Jan. 11: 
The sophomore put up 19 
points, 13 rebounds and 2 
blocks against Early County’s 
four-star Florida State commit 
(Mikayla Timpson). 

In a home win over Fan-
nin County, Hunter went for 27 
points, 14 rebounds, 4 steals, 
2 blocks. 

Honorable Mention: If 
there were an award for the 
clutch play(s) of 2020, it would 
belong to senior point guard 
Brooke Dockrey, who came 
up with two steals and two 
free throws during the final 20 
seconds with her team cling-
ing to a 34-33 lead during the 
Region 8-AA Championship 

Game vs. Banks County. As 
a result of Dockrey’s heroics, 
Union County went on to win 
37-33, claiming its first region 
basketball title in 11 years. 

Baseball: Isaak Mulli-
nack at Commerce - March 3: 
Mullinack went 4-for-4 with 3 
runs and an RBI during the 7-3 
win at No. 6 Commerce. He 
also pitched two scoreless in-
nings with three strikeouts. 

Honorable Mention: 
John Mancuso went 3-for-4 
with 4 RBIs, 2 runs and a triple 
in a 10-0 win at Gilmer to help 
Union avoid an 0-3 start.

Track and Field - Boys: 
Kyle Morlock at Gilmer - 
March 5: Morlock set a school 
record with a discus throw of 
110-feet, 2 inches, to lead the 
Union County men to a con-
vincing win over Gilmer and 
Southeast Whitfield.

Track and Field - Girls: 
Zoe Sanchez at Gilmer - March 
5: The defending 3200-Meter 
State Champion opened an ab-
breviated 2020 season at Gilmer 
with victories in the 3200M and 
1600M races. Sanchez finished 
the 1600M event in 5:47 and 
the 3200M in 12:23.

Girls Soccer: Desaray 
Patterson and Mattison Ruff at 
Monticello - March 6: The se-

nior duo of Patterson and Ruff 
poured in four goals each in a 
10-0 rout at Monticello. Patter-
son added two assists - one to 
Ruff and the other to freshman 
Italia Salazar.

Cross Country - Boys: 
Luke Gambrell at Meeks Park 

- Sept. 3: The senior Gambrell 
opened the season by setting a 
course-record at Meeks Park, 
clocking in 18:01, narrowly 
edging 2018 graduate Lance 
Underwood (18:02). Gam-
brell’s performance helped pace 
Union County to a first-place 

tie with Class AAA Gilmer. 
Football: Carson Walker 

vs. Chestatee - Sept. 18: The 
junior running back rushed for 
175 yards and two touchdowns. 
He also returned the second 
half’s opening kick 85 yards 
for another score and caught 

one pass for 22 yards.
Softball: Trinity Queen 

at Banks County - Sept. 22: 
Queen clinched Union’s reg-
ular-season Region 8-AA title 
with a two-hit shutout at de-
fending State Champion Banks 
County. 

Honorable Mention (x2): 
Hannah Patton went 3-for-5 in 
Union’s 6-5 win over Banks 
County in the first meeting of 
2020, scoring the game-win-
ning run following a two-out 
triple to keep the inning alive.

Lexi Sisum drove in five 
runs at Elbert County, going 
2-for-4 with a two-run homer. 

Cross Country - Girls: 
Hana Gregory at Unicoi (Re-
gion 8-AA Championships) 
- Oct. 28: Dealing with damp 
conditions and a last-minute 
reschedule, Gregory placed 
second at the region meet with 
a time of 22:46, which was 18 
seconds better than her State 
pace, and 92 seconds ahead of 
her first-race time of 24:18 at 
Meeks Park.

Volleyball: Saylor Noe 
at Davidson Fine Arts (Augus-
ta), State Elite 8 - Oct. 28: Noe 
recorded a team season-high 12 
kills on 23 attempts to propel 
Union County Volleyball to its 
first-ever final four. 

The sophomore also 
notched a career-best 16 digs 
to go with one ace.

Additional photos are 
included on Page 3B.

Zoe Sanchez commits to Mercer to run track and cross country during 
her virtual signing day last spring. 

Pierson Allison scores two of his 23 points vs. Social Circle in the 2020 
Region 8-AA Semifinals at Rabun County. Photo/Todd Forrest

Brady Guild scores a victory at Area to punch his ticket to the Class AA 
State Sectionals last February. Photo/Todd Forrest

Union County’s Brian Williams waves to his family from the medal 
stand after placing second at State in February. 

Kobi Robbins watches one his three goals of the night sail past the Riverside Military Academy goalkeeper 
during Union County’s 4-3 victory on Feb. 18. Photo/Todd Forrest

Ava Hunter during last year’s State Tournament. Hunter scored 51 
points with 28 rebounds in three State games. Photo/Todd Forrest


